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August, 1968 
STA'lEMENT OF SENATOR MI1<E MANSFIELD (D., MONTANA) 
In the year 1968, the critical question before the Chicago Con-
vention is not the selection of candidates for the Presidency and the Vice 
Presidency. The Democratic Party has a sufficient number of leaders who 
are eminently qualified for these positions. In other times, the task 
would not be a difficult one. The path to selection would be reasonably 
clear. 
In the year 1968, however, the critical question before the 
Convention is Viet Nam. It is the issue which can be neither evaded nor 
avoided. It cannot be nimble-stepped or bull-horned. On this issue, the 
Democratic Party confronts its past and f'uture. So, too, does the nation 
which the Party has led for the past eight years. 
In my judgment, we have yet to face up fully to the imperat~ves 
of a restoration of peace in Viet Nam, for this nation, for the Vietnamese 
people, and for the world. We have yet to put aside the fantasy that peace 
can be achieved by coffee breaks in Paris even as the war goes on as usual 
in Viet Nam. 
If we would have peace, in my judgment, we must be prepared to 
spend political face for the purpose of saving lives. If we would have 
peace, we must act on ~he premise that this nation's proper interests do 
not lie in the prolongation of this deep military involvement on the Asian 
mainland. If we would provide leadership of relevance in this situation, 
we will delineate a path to a prompt peace in Viet Nam. 
Others may indulge in piet~es and pompositi~s on Viet Nam and 
Asia. As Democrats we cannot. Ours is the responsibility for getting in. 
Ours should be the responsibility for getting out. 
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August 1 1968 
STATEMENT OF SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD (D. 1 MONTANA) 
In the year 1968, the critical question before the Chicago Con-
vention is not the selection of candidates for the Presidency and the Vice 
Presidency. The Democratic Party has a sufficient number of leaders who 
are eminent:cy qualified for these positions. In other times, the task 
would not be a difficult one. The path. to selection would be reasonab:cy 
clear. 
In the year 1968, however, the critical question before the 
Convention is Viet Nam. It is the issue which can be neither evaded nor 
avoided. It cannot be nimble-stepped or bull-horned. On this issue, the 
Democratic Party confronts its past and future. So, too, does the nation 
which the Party has led for the past ei ght years. 
In my judgment, we have yet to face up fu.l:cy to the imperat~ves 
of a restoration of peace in Viet Nam, for this nation, for the Vietnamese 
people, and for the world. We have yet to put aside the fantasy that peace 
can be achieved by coffee breaks in Paris even as the war goes on as usual 
in Viet Nam. 
If we would have peace, in my judgment, we must be prepared to 
spend political face for the purpose of saving lives. If we would have 
peace, we must act on the premise that this nation's proper interests do 
not lie in the prolongation of this deep military involvement on the Asian 
mainland. If we would provide leadership of relevance in this situation, 
we will delineate a path to a prompt peace in Viet Nam. 
Others may indulge in pietb~~e& and pomposities on VietNam and 
Asia. As Democrats we cannot. Ours is the responsibility for getting in. 
Ours should be the responsibility for getting out. 
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August1 1968 
STATEMENT OF SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD (D. 1 MONTANA) 
In the year 19681 the critical question before the Chicago Con-
vention is not the selection of candidates for the Presidency and the Vice 
Presidency. The Democratic Party has a sufficient number of leaders who 
are eminently qualified for these positions. In other times, the task 
would not be a difficult one. The path to selection would be reasonably 
clear. 
In the year 19681 however, the critical question before the 
Convention is Viet Nam. It is the issue which can be neither evaded nor 
avoided. It cannot be nimble-stepped or bull-horned. On this issue, the 
Democratic Party confronts its past and future . So 1 too, does the nation 
which the Party has led for the past eight years. 
In my judgment1 we have yet to face up fully to the imperat~ves 
of a restoration of peace in Viet Nam, for this nation1 for the Vietnamese 
people, and for the world. We have yet to put aside the fantasy that peace 
can be achieved by coffee breaks in Paris even as the war goes on as usual 
in Viet Nam. 
If we would have peace, in my judgment, we must be prepared to 
spend political face for the purpose of saving lives. If we would have 
peace, we must act on the premise that this nation's proper interests do 
not lie in the prolongation of this deep military involvement on the Asian 
mainland. If we would provide leadership of relevance in this situation, 
we will delineate a path to a prompt peace in Viet Nam. 
Others may indulge in pie~~s and pompositi~s on VietNam and 
Asia. As Democrats we cannot. Ours is the responsibility for getting in. 
Ours should be the responsibility for getting out. 
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